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The aim of the study is to measure the value of the existing 
waste assets and the returns drawn from the waste assets in 
temples located in Nagapattinam district. There are 100 big 
temples found in the district Nagapattinam and 25 per cent 
of the temple has been identified for this study. The study 
found that the income derived from cultivation is getting 
reduced drastically 98.60 per cent. While probing it is found 
that the fall of income is due to failure of tenants to 
contribute their agreed amount of cultivation to the temples. 
As a result, though the lands are used for cultivation, they 
have been treated as waste assets due to fall of income. 
Regarding the rental houses also similar is the case. The 
temple authorities are miserably failed in the collection of 
rents from the persons who occupy the buildings. As far as 
the shopping complexes are concerned, the condition is found 
worse when compared with other assets. In this case the 
temple authorities are unable to collect any amount of money 
from the tenants. The findings of the study was suggested 
that the action may be taken to recover all the lands which 
are held by the defaulters and the existing agricultural lands 
may be given on lease for a maximum period of 5 years only. 
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work is properly cited. 


INTRODUCTION 

The management of waste assets is one of the important functions of any business 
organization. The management personnel who are expert in the subject ‘Waste 
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Management’ are employed to minimize the availability of waste assets and maximize the 
utilization of existing waste assets. In fact, the usage of waste assets is considered as one of 
the methods to improve the efficiency of the organization and thereby enhance the 
profitability. 

The technique Just In Time analysis is employed by the business concerns to 
overcome the problems of the management of waste assets. The waste assets include the 
non-utilization of the existing capacity of buildings, materials, machines, equipment and 
the human resources too. Keeping idle of more materials than required for the 
manufacturing is also considered as waste asset. 

The application of the subject waste management of assets in temple is almost not 
found anywhere till today. The temples reveal the inheritance of culture and religion since 
time immemorial. The temples have been constructed by the kings and emperors who ruled 
then and there with the high ideals of maintaining the art and architecture, the existence of 
religious practices, the prevalence of culture and the living habits and the life style of 
people. The temples are considered as the school for the development of arts, music and 
dance. In order to preserve the temples and maintain the rich cultural heritage, arts and 
architecture, the temples have been constructed with quality materials that cannot be 
damaged irrespective of the change of climate conditions for thousands of years. 

The maintenance of temples has been vested with the responsible persons who have 
had religious and god faith. In those days the temple management was found very perfect 
and the assets of the temples have been properly utilized. The kings and rulers spared 
thousands of acres of land and registered the lands in the name of the chief deity of the 
temple. The lands were cultivated by the tenants and they have been ordered to contribute 
a fixed quantity of agricultural production to the temples soon after the harvest. 

Apart from lands, the temples have got idols, sculptures, valuable stones, jewels, 
brass metals, bronzes and gold metals. 

Over a period of time the ruling system has been getting changed and the democratic 
system of ruling the country came into practice. The temple administration is vested with 
the Ministry of Religion and Culture. Keeping in mind the significance of temples and the 
management of their assets, the State Governments started introducing a separate 
department to look after the temple managements. As far as the State Tamil Nadu is 
concerned the temple management is vested with a Department by name the Tamil Nadu 
Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowment Department (H.R. & C. E Dept.). 

1.1 Scope and Significance of the Study 

Being the public property, the temple buildings which are constructed at the time of 
its establishment are found in a dilapilated condition and no renovation of the buildings is 
undertaken timely to make use of them for revenue purposes. From this point of view, this 
study is found significant since an attempt has been made to find out the buildings which 
are found unused, the buildings which are found in a damaged condition and how to 
renovate them and make use of them. From this perspective an attempt has been made to 
find answer to the following questions. 

1. How many hectare of land the temples hold in the study area and how many 
hectare of land is used for cultivation? 
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2. What is the expected period of lease of land and whether the land has been 
recovered when the lease period is expired? 

3. What steps have been taken by the temple authorities to collect revenue from 
lessee and whether the lessee of the land is able to contribute his agreed yield to 
the temple? 

4. To what extent the temple buildings are utilized and what efforts are taken to 
maximize the revenue from the buildings? 

5. What are the buildings and premises that are treated as heritage buildings and 
what steps would have been taken to renovate the heritage buildings? 

6. How much worth of idols of different categories that the temples hold and what 
steps would have been taken to preserve the precious idols? 

7. What are the furniture of the temples used for the celebrations and what 
measures would have been taken to safeguard the valuable furniture? 

8. What security measures have been taken to preserve the precious jewels of the 
temples and is there any misappropriation of jewels? 

9. The temples are the reservoir of ancient arts, culture, paintings and sculpture, 
what are the paintings found from the study temples and how far they have been 
maintained? 

10. Similarly the study temples might have got valuable musical instruments like 
bells, sculptures and how far these valuable items have been maintained? 

Finding answers to the above listed questions is the main purpose for which this 
study has been undertaken. 

1.2 Review of Literature 

The literature review focuses on surveying information pertaining to existing waste 
management, methodologies, policies, and research relevant to select temples. Information 
was sourced from peer-reviewed academic literature, grey literature, publicly available 
waste management plans, and through consultation with waste management professionals. 
Literature pertaining to C&D and municipal solid waste minimization, auditing and 
management were searched through online journal databases, particularly Web of Science, 
and Science Direct. Legislation pertaining to waste management in Nova Scotia, and in 
Canada, was also researched using the Canli database. Additional information have been 
obtained from the existing literature and textbooks pertaining to waste management. 

After conducting preliminary research, prevalent references of select sources were 
identified and scanned for additional relevant articles. Research was also expanded to 
include literature pertaining to recycling, composting, education, and case studies. 

1.3 Statement of the Problem 

As such no study has been conducted to find out the methodology of the management 
of temple assets. If at all the assets are managed, there are lot of mismanagement of assets 
and the assets not properly utilized and managed, so as to ensure the maximum rate of 
return. From this point of view an attempt has been made to make an in-depth study on 
the method of usage of the assets of the temples and thereby find out the extent of assets 
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which are treated as waste assets and the quantum of assets which are treated as the 
revenue generating assets. Further an attempt has been made to know whether the revenue 
generating assets are able to generate the maximum revenue. Hence this study. 

1.4 Objectives of the Study 

The following are specific objectives of the study 

1. To assess the extent of assets kept in the select temples which are found waste 
during the study period. 

2. To study the quantum of usage of the waste assets and find out the causes for non - 
utilization of the waste assets. 

3. To measure the value of the existing waste assets and the returns drawn from the 
waste assets during the study period. (Within temple) 

4. To find out the holding of lands as per the records of the temples by various parties 
and ascertain the reasons for the non - recovery of claims. (Outside Temple) 

5. To analyze the practical difficulties encountered and offer suitable suggestions to 
minimize the size of waste assets in the temples situated in the study area. 

METHODOLOGY 

For this study, the state Tamil Nadu has been chosen since there is an existence of 
large number of temples. There are 32 districts in the state Tamil Nadu of which the 
district Nagapattinam has been purposively chosen. There are 100 big temples found in the 
district Nagapattinam and 25 per cent of the temple has been identified for this study. 

2.1 Questionnaire 

A pre drafted scheduled has been prepared for the collection of data. The schedule 
contains questions of different categories and coined on the basis of the objectives of the 
study. The question are pre-coded so as to enable easy classification of information. The 
respondents include the temple authorities namely Executive Officers, managers, 
accountants and lease holders. The information are drawn from these individuals. 

2.2 Data Collection 

Since the study is first of its kind, the primary data are the main source for the 
study. Hence primary data have been collected from the respondents directly with the help 
of schedule. Apart from the primary data, the study required data from the temple records 
and books. Hence, the secondary source of information are drawn from the history of the 
temples, the records of the temples and from the record of the office of Hindu Religious and 
Charitable Endowment Department of the Government of Tamil Nadu. 

RESULTS 

The data analysis and interpretation are made with help of bivariate and 
multivariate tables. This simple statistical tools like percentage and averages are employed 
to interpret the tables. 
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Table - 1: Expected and Actual Income of the Temple the Year 2014 - 15 


Year 


Expected 

Income 

Rs. 

Actual 

Income 

Rs. 

Surplus/ 
Deficit 

Rs. 

Per cent 
of 

Deficit 

1 

Cultivation Land 

17,19,417.00 

24,000.00 

16,95,417.00 

98.60 

2 

Gardens 

69,095.00 

2,900.00 

66,195.00 

95.80 

3 

Rented Houses 

3,57,727.50 

00.00 

3,57,727.50 

100.00 

4 

Shopping Complex 

62,208.00 

00.00 

62,208.00 

100.00 

5 

Rest Rooms 

38,637.75 

1,000.00 

37,637.75 

97.41 


Source: From the Records of the Select Temples. 


From the table given above it is understood that the temples have had assets of 
different categories. The important categories include lands meant for cultivation, gardens, 
rental houses, shopping complex, rest rooms for pilgrims, and buildings for celebrations. 

As far as land is concerned the income derived from cultivation is getting reduced 
drastically 98.60 per cent. While probing it is found that the fall of income is due to failure 
of tenants to contribute their agreed amount of cultivation to the temples. 

As a result, though the lands are used for cultivation, they have been treated as 
waste assets due to fall of income. Efforts be therefore taken to collect the agreed amount of 
yield from the tenants through stringent measures. 

Regarding the rental houses also similar is the case. The temple authorities are 
miserably failed in the collection of rents from the persons who occupy the buildings. 

As far as the shopping complexes are concerned, the condition is found worse when 
compared with other assets. In this case the temple authorities are unable to collect any 
amount of money from the tenants. 

SUGGESTIONS 

The quantum of waste assets is getting increased year after year owing to the 
inability of temple authorities to recover the dues in time. The other reasons is that the 
unwilling attitude of the tenants to pay their dues to the temples. To put an end to this 
perineal problem the following suggestions are found worth noting: 

1. Arrangements may be made to cancel immediately all the deed agreements of all the 
defaulters, who hold the temple lands for cultivation 

2. The period of lease should be restricted to a maximum of 5 years only 

3. No person is allowed to make use of the temple assets for more than one spell 

4. The existing vacant lands may be handed over to the Self Help Groups (SHG) under 
the Social Forest Schemes. 

5. Efforts may be made to prevent the political interference on matters connecting with 
the appointment of staff, issue of tenders and appointment of trustees. 

6. More income of the temples may be generated through the establishment of 
educational institutions and hospitals. In other words, every temple may be allowed 
to run atleast one middle school and one primary hospital catering to the needs of 
the local people and devotees. 
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CONCLUSION 

The temples keep enormous amount of assets as waste assets owing to the 
traditional method of management practices. When the existing assets of the temples are 
properly utilized, it would be possible for all the temples to go for providing extension 
services especially the education and medical services. Action may be taken to recover all 
the lands which are held by the defaulters and the existing agricultural lands may be given 
on lease for a maximum period of 5 years only. 
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